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Gazing at the Jiangnan : The Literary Writing of Jiangnan and the Tea People’s Spirit:

Interview with Wang Xufeng

Wang Xufeng(Zhejiang A&F Univeristy) ~ Song Shilei( Wuhan University)

Abstract: Gazing at the Jiangnan, is a new novel in early 2022, by the fifth Mao Dun Literature Prize’s winner Wang Xufeng. The
novel’s literary description of the city Hangzhou, the West Lake, the fate and rich spiritual world of the tea people deserve our at-
tention. In the interview, Wang argues, to name the book and characters appropriately is crucial for building the world in the novel,
which is also one of a core indicator to measure a writer’s capacity of creativity. The title of the novel Gazing at the Jiangnan is a
reference of Su Shi’s poetry. Meanwhile, it implies the courage of facing difficulties of life. Jiangnan, is a hometown, and simultane-
ously an artistic conception. The character of Hang Jiahe embodies the moderate attitude and spiritual traits of the tea people when
they are suffering misery, which should be decent with no rage or recreance. Finally, Wang has a great expectation for the tea peo-
ple of current generation, and hopes to promote tea culture by means of literature and education.

Key words: Wang Xufeng; Gazing at the Jiangnan; The Tea People; The Spirit of the Tea People; Tea Culture.
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