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The Origin, Definition and Main Characteristics of Chinese Tea Culture

Liu Litang, Song Shilei

Abstract: According to the double evidence method, the history of the Chinese development and utilization of tea can be
traced back to the Western Han Dynasty. In the Tang Dynasty,tea drinking servedas a mature cultural scene. In accordance
with the revival of Chinese culture, tea culture has been widely used as a concept since the 1980s. This paper sorts out the
concept of tea culture with different opinions, clarifies its boundary and connotation, iterates its humanistic attributes, and
defines its basic contents, including the philosophy (tea ceremony), tea art, tea literature, tea function, tea custom, tea
ceremony, tea house, tea set and its development history.Based on this concept, the paper analyzes five main characteristics of
Chinese tea culture, such as the long history of the inheritance, the unity and diversity of the integrity, the regional production
and consumption, the epochal nature of the development, and the international nature of communication.
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